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SAN MARCOS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3419 Grand Avenue  .  San Marcos, CA 92078  .  (760) 727-1509   

www.sanmarcoslutheran.org 

 

Pastor Casey Kloehn Dunsworth 

 

Sunday of Palms and Passion 

March 24, 2024  10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 

                                                        Welcome to Worship! 

Throughout the service, you will be invited to sit, stand, or kneel as you are able and as you feel comfortable. 
Offering plates will not be passed during the service; if you are moved to give a monetary gift this morning, you 
may place it in the silver offering plate at the back of the center aisle, or you can hand it to an usher. Details 
about giving electronically are included toward the end of this bulletin. 
 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion, for it is Christ who does the inviting. An usher will let you know 

when it is your row’s turn to come forward. Bread, gluten-free wafers, red wine, and white juice are all available. Please tell the pastor you need a 
gluten-free wafer when it is your turn. 
 

The community gathers outside the sanctuary. 
 

PALM SUNDAY GREETING                                         

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL    Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 

his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find 

tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.  If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 

this?’ just say this: ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” They went away and found a 

colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it,  some of the bystanders said to them, “What 

are you doing, untying the colt?”  They told them what Jesus had said, and they allowed them to take it.  Then 

they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went ahead and those 

who followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple, and when he had looked around at everything, as it was 

already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments 

and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord 

in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

http://www.sanmarcoslutheran.org/
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PROCESSION HYMN  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray…. 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer your infinite life to the 

world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
                                                                                                                   

WORD (The congregation may be seated.) 

 

FIRST READING    Isaiah 50:4-9 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened 

my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 

cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 

adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them 

will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                Philippians 2:5-11 

 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.    
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PASSION GOSPEL      
(Note: the congregation plays the part of the crowd. Your responses and the line preceding them are as follows. Please 

join us for those responses.) 
 

Reader 2 looks at audience to address them: People, what is your decision? 

Crowd: He deserves death.  
           

Reader 2 looks at audience to address them: People, what will you do with Jesus who is called Christ? 

Crowd: Crucify him! 

                                                      

Reader 2 looks at audience to address them: People, People, hail your king. 
Crowd:  Hail, King of the Jews! 

 

Reader 3:  "And they brought him to the place called Golgotha, which means the Place of a Skull." 

 THE CROWD STANDS 
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HYMN (The congregation is invited to stand.)           

    

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The assembly is invited into prayer: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, 

the well-being of creation, and a world in need. (A brief silence) 
After each petition, ‘Hear us O God… “Your mercy is great.”    

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of peace 
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MEAL 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                      “Ride On King Jesus”          Choir 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. 

Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. 

Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. 

We pray this in your name. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING- The congregation is invited to stand, as able. 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

transforming death into life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Bread for the journey.  

A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                         

 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 

As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING  

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, shower you with 

mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   (The congregation is invited to stand, as able.)                                                     

                     
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God.                                               

 

 

POSTLUDE                  
All reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706220 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Preacher/Liturgist: Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth 

Assisting Minister: Anne Voth 

Musicians: Justin Hershey and Max Chodos 

Lectors: Doris Payne, Karin Kupka, Karen Johns, Rob O’Carroll, Jay Goldstein 

Ushers: Louise Testerman and Tom Andreas 
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All are welcome! As a community of the people of God, the members of San Marcos Lutheran Church are called to 

welcome all people, regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)                                                                              

 

Are you new to San Marcos Lutheran Church? Pastor Casey would love the opportunity to 

get to know you, and has put together a short, confidential, online form. Your smartphone's 

QR reader can take you to it using this code.  

If technology isn't your cup of tea (or if it just isn't working for you today) there are cream-

colored cards in the pew in front of you, which you can fill out and put in the silver offering 

plates, hand to an usher, or hand to Pastor Casey after the service. We're glad you're here! 
 

 

Let Us Keep These People in Our Prayers:  Eleanor Adcock, Christine Buma, Susan Guenzel, Donna 

Huber, Mike Hudlow, Pete Johnson, Jim Kent, Linda Kent, Susan Kent, Gary Kloehn, Deborah McGregor, 

Alvar Roy, Larry Serafin, Roy Smith, Vern Soderstrom, Dawn Steele, Louise Testerman, Megan Toler, Nick 

Torres.  Let us pray for our homebound members: Dottie Black, Beverly Gift, Janice Phillips, and Carol 

Schwartz. We also continue to pray for: Pacifica Synod Bishop David Nagler and ELCA Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton. 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of San Marcos Lutheran Church! Your generosity enables us to do 

God’s work in our community. Your contributions to our general fund support our budgeted expenses—we 

cannot do it without your support! 

You can contribute in any of the following ways: 

➢ Place a check or cash in the silver offering plates at the back of the sanctuary on 

Sundays; 

➢ Mail a check to the church office (3419 Grand Ave. San Marcos, CA 92078); 

➢ Set up a recurring donation through your bank; 

➢ Make a one-time or recurring donation with your credit or debit card or bank 

account through Vanco, our online giving portal. Visit 

sanmarcoslutheran.org/donate to get started. 

Your smartphone’s QR reader can take you there by scanning this code. San Marcos Lutheran Church is a 

501(c)(3) organization, and your gift may be tax-deductible. 

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP 
 

March 28th 6:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Dinner Eucharist in Luther Hall 

March 29th 7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service 

March 31st 10:00am Easter Service  

        11:30am Easter Egg Hunt and Casual Potluck Breakfast 

 

Easter Potluck- On Easter Sunday, we will have a casual Easter potluck continental breakfast, after 

the service.  Suggested items are pastries, muffins, fruit.  Items may be dropped off in the kitchen before the 

service. Any questions contact Jan Parthemer. 
 

ALL SAINTS FOOD PANTRY Thank you for regularly bringing food to the shopping cart. We are happy 

to receive any shelf-stable items. In April, we’d like to suggest donations of cereal and crackers. If you are 

interested in volunteering on an occasional Saturday, please contact Jill Adachi or Doris Payne. Our 

volunteer times are the 3rd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 10:30am-12:30pm. Our food pantry is 

located at All Saints Episcopal Church, corner of Civic Center Drive and Eucalyptus Avenue in Vista. 

 

http://www.sanmarcoslutheran.org/donate

