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                SAN MARCOS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3419 Grand Avenue   .  San Marcos, CA 92078   .  (760) 727-1509 

                  www.sanmarcoslutheran.org 

                Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth 

 

             The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
                     April 28, 2024 
                                     
                    Welcome to worship!  
 

Throughout the service, you will be invited to sit, stand, or kneel as you are able and as you feel comfortable. Offering plates will not be passed 
during the service; if you are moved to give a monetary gift this morning, you may place it in the silver offering plate at the back of the center 
aisle, or you can hand it to an usher. Details about giving electronically are included toward the end of this bulletin. 
 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion, for it is Christ who does the inviting. An usher will let you know when it is your row’s turn to come 
forward. Bread, gluten-free wafers, red wine, and white juice are all available. Please tell the pastor you need a gluten-free wafer when it is 
your turn. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
GATHERING                
 

PRELUDE                                                                
 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY TIME OF PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM- The congregation is invited to stand, sit, or kneel, as able. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living 

water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

http://www.sanmarcoslutheran.org/
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, 

that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG- The congregation is invited to stand.                                           
 

         You Are My King (Amazing Love) 
 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken 

I'm accepted, You were condemned 

And I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 

Because You died and rose again 

 

Amazing love, how can it be 

That You, my King, should die for me?        

Amazing love, I know it's true 

And it's my joy to honor You 

 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken 

I'm accepted, You were condemned 

And I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 

Because You died and rose again 

 

Amazing love, how can it be 

That You, my King, should die for me?        

Amazing love, I know it's true 

And it's my joy to honor You 

 

(Bridge) 

You are my King 

You are my King 

Jesus, You are my King 

You are my King 

 

Amazing love, how can it be 

That You, my King, should die for me? 

Amazing love, I know it's true 

It's my joy to honor You 

In all I do, to honor You 

In all I do, to honor You 
 
Source: LyricFind 

Songwriters: Billy James Foote 

You Are My King (Amazing Love) lyrics © BMG Rights Management, Capitol Christian Music Group, Capitol CMG Publishing 

 

https://lyrics.lyricfind.com/
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WORD -The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING                                            Acts 8:26-40 

  Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)  So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, 

a court official of the Candace, the queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then 

the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his 

mouth.  In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 

from the earth.” 
  The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?”  Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus.  As they were going along the road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?”  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more and went on his way 

rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region he proclaimed the 

good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

    

SECOND READING                      1 John 4:7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  God’s love was revealed among us in this 

way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Beloved, since God loved us 

so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in 

us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  And we have seen 

and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.  God abides in those who confess that 

Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  Love has been perfected 

among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 

world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  We love because he first loved us.  Those who say, “I love 

God,” and hate a brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, 

cannot love God, whom they have not seen.  The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 

God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  - The congregation is invited to stand, as able. 

 
 

The holy gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL              John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 

Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have already been cleansed by the 

word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing.  Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you.  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
                                                                        

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY- The congregation is invited to stand,  as able.    Hymnal #367 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The assembly is invited into prayer:   

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need of good news.  (A brief silence) 

After each petition, “God of grace, hear our prayer.” 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus 

Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 

 

PEACE. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The congregation greets one another with the words “peace be with you” or “God’s peace” and a sign of peace—a wave, a 
handshake, a peace sign, etc. 
 

 

MEAL 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                     “Carry Me Home”  Jean Anne Schafferman                     Choir 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING- The congregation is invited to stand, as able. 
 

 
The presiding minister continues: 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 

of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe 

new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

DISTRIBUTION         

 

COMMUNION HYMN          

        
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always.  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG- The congregation is invited to stand, as able.                                                            Hymnal #881 

 

  Let All Things Now Living    
   

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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We invite you to remain seated quietly for the postlude. If you exit during the postlude, please refrain from conversation until you 
are outside of the sanctuary. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in Luther Hall immediately following the service. 
POSTLUDE                                                     
 

“Let All Things Now Living” Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892–1980; © 1939, 1966, E.C. Schirmer Music Co. 
Music: THE ASH GROVE; Welsh folk tune 

All reprinted and streamed under OneLicense.net #A-706220 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Preacher/Presider: Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth 

Assisting Minister: Anne Voth 

Musicians: Justin Hershey, Max Chodos and Beth Sullivan 

Lector: Jay Goldstein 

Ushers: Tom Andreas and Vicki Petsche 
 

All are welcome! As a community of the people of God, the members of San Marcos Lutheran Church are called to 

welcome all people, regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)                                                                              

 

Are you new to San Marcos Lutheran Church? Pastor Casey would love the opportunity 

to get to know you, and has put together a short, confidential, online form. Your 

smartphone's QR reader can take you to it using this code.  

If technology isn't your cup of tea (or if it just isn't working for you today) there are 

cream-colored cards in the pew in front of you, which you can fill out and put in the 

silver offering plates, hand to an usher, or hand to Pastor Casey after the service. We're 

glad you're here! 
 

Let Us Keep These People in Our Prayers:  Eleanor Adcock, the Arney family and daughter, Dawn, 

Christine Buma, Susan Guenzel, Donna Huber, Mike Hudlow, Pete Johnson, Jim Kent, Linda Kent, Susan 

Kent, Gary Kloehn, Deborah McGregor, Melinda Nelson. Alvar Roy, Marie Schilke, Larry Serafin, Roy 

Smith, Vern Soderstrom, Dawn Steele, Megan Toler, Nick Torres.  Let us pray for our homebound 

members: Dottie Black, Beverly Gift, Janice Phillips, and Carol Schwartz. We also continue to pray for: 

Pacifica Synod Bishop David Nagler and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  
 

Our sympathy to Marilyn Monell and her family, on the passing of Marilyn’s brother, Art.   

Our sympathy also to Nancy Klinger and her family, on the passing of her son, Rick. 

May God comfort all who mourn with the hope of the resurrection. 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of San Marcos Lutheran Church! Your generosity enables us to do 

God’s work in our community. Your contributions to our general fund support our budgeted expenses—we 

cannot do it without your support! 

You can contribute in any of the following ways: 

➢ Place a check or cash in the silver offering plates at the back of the sanctuary 

on Sundays; 

➢ Mail a check to the church office (3419 Grand Ave. San Marcos, CA 92078); 

➢ Set up a recurring donation through your bank; 

➢ Make a one-time or recurring donation with your credit or debit card or bank 

account through Vanco, our online giving portal. Visit 

sanmarcoslutheran.org/donate to get started. 

Your smartphone’s QR reader can take you there by scanning this code. San Marcos Lutheran Church is a 

501(c)(3) organization, and your gift may be tax-deductible.  

http://www.sanmarcoslutheran.org/donate
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Calling all polyglots—Pentecost is May 19! 

Can you read aloud in a language other than English? For our worship service on Sunday, May 19, in honor of 

the multilingual miracle of the Holy Spirit, we will read parts of Acts 2:1-21 in as many languages as possible. 

Let Pastor Casey know which language it is you can read (confidently!) in front of the congregation, and she'll 

divvy up the parts. Thanks! Gracias! Danke! 

 

Snacks for Art Class 

SMLCC Director Ann Leong is offering an after-school art program on Wednesdays in May. Can you support 

our budding artists by supplying snacks? Things like goldfish crackers and juice boxes are ideal. The snacks 

do not need to be single-serving, but it is most helpful if the drinks are in individual containers to reduce the 

use of cups and the opportunities for spills. Contact the office to coordinate a convenient time to drop things 

off, or bring them with you on a Sunday morning. Thank you! 

 

Summer Socials 

As we transition into the summer, we hope to find several opportunities to gather purely for the joy of it. A 

barbecue, a walk on the beach, a trip to the movies, a game night, a meet-up for ice cream—it’s up to you. Is 

there a Summer Social you want to see happen? Do you want to host it or organize it? Do you want to help 

others organize events? Talk to Pastor Casey about how to make fun stuff happen.  

 

Help plan for the 4th of July! 

In order to host our friends and neighbors for a fun, festive, and safe 4th of July, we need to start planning 

now. If you are interested in being part of hosting this event, our first meeting will be in person during the first 

week of May. If you're willing and able to wrangle things like food, games, marketing, safety, set-up/clean-

up, etc., we want you on our team! Call the office 760-727-1509 or email office@sanmarcoslutheran.org to let 

Aimee know you're interested and what day/time works for you for an initial meeting.  

 

mailto:office@sanmarcoslutheran.org

